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Rajghat Inscription of Bhimadeva 


to face page 


281 


48. 


Howraghat Plates of Balavarman III of Kamarupa, 
Year 5 — Plate I ...... 


between pages 


288 and 289 


49. 


f 

j5 —Plate II 




290 and 291 


50. 


Mudhol Plates of Pugavarman 


to face page 


297 


51. 


Barla Inscription of the time of Prithviraja III, V. S. 
1234 . . ♦ • 


yy 


303 


52. 


Lahadapura Inscription of the time of Jayachchandra, 
Y. S. 1230 


fy 


309 


53. 


Arasavalli Plates of Vajrahasta (III), Saka 982 — Plate I 


between pages 


312 and 313 


54. 


—Plate II 

> » 


yy 


314 and 315 


55. 


Shiggaon Plates of Chalukya Vijayaditya, Saka 630 
— Plate I „ 


y y 


320 and 321 


56. 


—Plate II 


to face page 


324 
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Sonepux Inscription of Bhanudeva 
Silver Coin of Bhairavasimha . 

Aivarmalai Inscription of Varaguna II, Saka 792 
Two Inscriptions of the time of Ganapati — Plate I 

— Plate II 



to face page 



9 > 



») 



W 



328 

336 



338 




61. 






346 




ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 



♦ 



Volume XXXI 

Page 55, foot-note, 3 .—Read 1953-54 for 1954-55 
„ 55, foot-note, 4 . — Read 424-25 for 224-25 

„ 230, line 23 . — Add note : The year 108 when the Kailvan inscription was engraved undoubtedly 
relates to a date long before the rise of the Imperial Guptas and the foundation of the 
Gupta era in 319 A. D. This fact shows that the theories assigning the beginning of the 
Kanishka era to 248 A.D. and later are improbable and that it should better be ascribed to 
the second half of the first century A.D. and not to the second century. That the Kanishka 
era is identical with the Saka era of 78 A. D. is further indicated by the following evidence. 
The Chorasmian archives from Toprakkala in Central Asia contain documents dated 
in the years 207 and 231 of some era. Archaeological data suggest that the local palace 
and the archives were abandoned at the end of the third century and the beginning of the 
fourth. The capital of Chorasmia was transferred from Toprakkala to the city of Kyat 
on the Amu Darya during the reign of the Chorasmian king Afrig who came to power in 
305 A.D. according to Birum. Thus the era used in the documents started in the last 
quarter of the first century A.D. This must be the same as the Saka era of 78 A. D. and the 
years in the said documents referred to dates between 285 and 309 A. D. The use of 
the Saka era in Central Asia can only be satisfactorily explained if it is identified with the 
Kanishka era. See Modern Review , December 1959, p. 452. 



Volume XXXII 

N. B . — We have ignored a large number of misprints in which the umlaut sign has been printed 
for the macron* 

Page 2, line 11.— Read Brahmi for Brahmi 
„ 8, line 12 .-Read (XVI) for (XVII) 

w „ text line 21 .— Read (XVI) for (XVII) 

„ 9, line 22 . — Read Rashtrika for Rashtrika 

„ 11, line 23. — Read 0 piya[sa] for °piya[ad] 

„ 15, line 36 .— Rtad Dharma for Dharms 

„ 22, line 6 . — Read ma[te] 

„ „ line 7 . — Read [yam sa]ki* 

,, 25, foot-note 6. — Read bhumikd 
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Page 29, line 27 . — Read boulders for slabs 
„ ,, line 29. — Read Devd~ for Devd 

,, 30, foot-note 1, line 4 . — Read in line 26 

,, 31, line 6 . — Read to know 

„ 32, note 1, line 1 . — Read °cliandra for °candra 

, t ,, foot-note 2, line 2. — -Read Q ras~te fox rds=te 
„ 33, line 4 . — Read Kakatlya for Kakatiya 

„ ,, line 9. — Read °kaumudl for °kaumudl 

,, ,, foot-note 3, line 2 . — Read Singhana for Singhana 

,, ,, foot-note 6.— Read Jhanakosa for J hunukdsa 

m 

,, 34, line 13. — -Read write for mrite 
,, 37, text line. — Read °m-urvim yath^ai 0 

„ 38, text line 15. — Read at the end nya° for nya° 

„ ,, foot-note 2 .— Read 2 Read for Read 

„ 39, foot-note 1, line 2 .— Read Hammlra for Hammin- 

„ 40, text line 47. — Read sthiti 0 for sthipi ° 

,, „ text line 55. — Read uddhuta for uddhata 

„ „ foot-note 4, line 5 . — Read king’s for kings 

,, 41, foot-noto 3, line 5 . — Read to krishta for to krista 

„ 43, text line 110 . — Read at the beginning l | for 1 

,, 46, line 30 . — Read 814-78 for 814-80 

,, 48, lines 14 if . — Add note — ‘The word hahjamana occurs in Kannada inscriptions in the 

sense of ‘the five artisan classes’ (cf. S/7, Vol. IX, Part ii, No. 459) Cf. Tama 
anjuvanam in T. N. Subramaniam’s SIT I, Glossary. For Fleet’s views on the subject, 
see above, Vol. XII, pp. 258-59.’ 

„ 52, text line 22. — - Read tari-dvayena 

,, 53, text line 41. — Read dandch- for danach= 

,, 54, text line 60. — Read samva{samva) for samva(samva) 

,, 55, line 8 from bottom . — Read 814-78 for 814-80 

,, 56, foot-note 2 . — Read p. 383 for p, 283 
,, 58. foot-note 1. Read Parana for Parana 
63, line 4 . — Read weak for week 




ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 



P age 63 last line . — Read bom for horn 
,, 65, last line. — Read mathikd for mathikd 

>, 69, line 23 . — Read Kautuka for Kutuka 

,, ,, text line 6. — Read yu(yau)varajya for yuvardjya 

,, 70, foot-note 3 . — Read Vasishtha for Vasistlia 
,, 75, text line 20. — Read =dhavalita for dhavaliia 
,, 76, text line 38. — Read eva for eva 

,, 79, line 18. — Read pratipalisi for pratipdlisi 

„ , , foot-note 3 . — Read note 3 for note 2 

, , 80, foot-note 1 , line 4 . — Read note 3 for note 2 

,, 81, line 2 . — Read Text 1 for Text 11 

,, ,, text line 3. — Read SthiravaradaHlu for Sthiravdrada l llu 

,, ,, foot-note 3 . — Read 1932-33 for 1232-33 

,, 82, foot-note 1 . — Read 1944-45 for 1944-55 

,, 83, line 6 . — Read Palnad for Paland 

,, 87, line 31 . — Read line 4 for line 5 

,, 88, line 17 and 25 . — Read propitiatory for propiciatory 

,, ,, line 19. — Read Jiva° for Jiva° 

,, 89, line 7 . — Read Dharanikdta for Dharanlkota 
,, 91, last line. — Read Tanin - for Tarnn- 
,, 92, lines 6 and 8 . — Read Kuram for Kurram 

,, 93, lines 2 and 7 . — Read Kuram for Kurram 
,, 94, foot-note 1. — Read Satavahanas for Satavahanas 

,, 95, line 12. — Read Brahmanebhyah for Brdhmanebhyah 
,, ,, foot-note 1 . — Read have for veha 

,, 97, text-line 10. — Read [Mu] for [MuV\ 

,, 101, foot-notes 8 and 9 . — Read 8 for 9 and vice versa . 

,, 102, text line 11. — Read=idw. for =ddu* 

,, 104, foot-note 8, line 6.— Read rock for roke 
M 111, line 6 . — Read Alappirandan/or Ajappirandin 
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xvi 



Page 111, line 24 . — Read Paraiyamaliyar for Paraiyamaliyar 
,, „ line 28 . — Read Mel-Velur/or Mel-velur 

,, 117, foot-note 1. — Read -abhimukhah < . . dattah for - abhimuhhah . . . dattah 

,, 120, line 27 . — Read Ulhana for Dhena 

„ ,, line 40 . — Rea d Daveha for Daveha 

,, 123, text line 41. — Read Vdstavya for Vdsatvya 

„ „ text line 42. — Read Ulhano for Uheno 

,, 130, foot-note 3 . — Read merely for Merely 

„ 132, text line 28. — Read bhruhutl for bhrikufi 

,, 133, text line 49. — Read -jpara mesvara for para-mesvat a 

,, 135, foot-note 1 . — Read does for dose 

,, „ text line 51. — Read {ban) for ( nakan ) 

,, 137, text line 3. — Read bhupdlah for bhapalal} 

„ ,, text line 12. — Read rano(ne) for ?ane 

,, 139, line 26 . — Read considerable for considerable 
,, 141, line 10 . — Read Ten! for Ten! 

,, 147, foot-note 2, line 13 . — Read book, for book 

,, ,, ,, line 17 . — Read conquerors for conquerorrs 

,, 151, foot-note 5. — Read patta for palta 

,, 153, text line 100. — Read padam= for padom= 

,, 154, text line 105. — Read °sarm?namh for °Sarmmanah 
,, ,, text line 107. — Read - Pardsary - for Pdrasary - 

f , 156, text line 145. — Read hareta for hareta 
,, 160, line 4 . — Read he figures for the figures 
161, text line 5. — Read -ahave for - ahave 
,, 163, text line 48.— Read tata for tata 
,, ,, foot-note 6 . — Read Ed. for ED. 

,, 164, text line 73. — Read mah-dkska° for ma-dksha° 

„ 165, foot-note 2, line 2 .— Read Vijnanesvara for Vijnane^vara 
167, foot-note 4 ? — Read Vol. Ill for Vol. II. 



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 



xvii 



Page 171, line 10. — Bead Y elu-nurwara for Y elunutv-vara 
,, 172, foot-note 5. — Read Nala for Nala 
,, 176, line 8 . — Read Polike6ivaIlabha for Polikerivallabha 
,, 180, foot-note 8, line 1. — Read Sakta for Sakta 
,, 182, line 14 . — Read Vamguravadi for Vamgurava<Ji 
,, ,, foot-note 3. — Read tanayah for anayafr 

,, 183, foot-note 4. — Read dvaya for draya 
„ 188, line 22 . — Read 1079-80 A.D. for 1078-79 A.D. 

,, 193, line 17 . — Read Adutuyai for Adutturai 

,, ,, line 7 from bottom . — Read Bellary for same 

,, 194, line 2 . — Read Guntur for same 

,, 195, line 26 . — Read Krishna for Guntur 

,, 196, text line 4.— Read ludan for ludan 

,, 197 . line 4 from bottom. — Read -ettu)md for veftu ma) 

,, 198, foot-note 3 . — Read letter for letters 
,, 199, foot-note 3 . — Read meaning for meanin 
,, 200, page number . — Read 200 for 290 

„ ,, line 15 . — Read Tirukiculukkunram for Tirukkalikunram 

,, „ foot-note 4 . — Read Alavayil for Al avail 

„ 201 line 35 . — Read bhattarika bhattarika 

,, 202, foot-note 6. — Read A . R. Ep . for R* Ep . 

,, 205, text line 25. — Read -vrtksha 0 for v fiksha* 

,, 216, text line 22. — Read -[paii]rnnamd° for [ pau\ rnnama* 

,, 217, line 33 , — Read caused for casued 

,, 219, text line 8.— Read =/?< naya(yd) for -dnaya(ydl) 

,, 220, line 17 . — Read records the grant for records of the grant 

,, 228, foot-note 1 . — Read Bra hmanas for Brahmaanas 

,, 231, line 41.— Read Chaitra for Chatlra 

,, 234, foot-note 25 . — Read clearer for cleare 

„ 237, text line 22. — Read =dga{gai)yil for =aga(gai)iye 
51 DGA/59 3 
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Page 237, foot-note 6 . — Read revised ecL /o/ reviseded. 

,, 243, line 31 . — Read Malik for Nalik 
,, 244, foot-note 1 . — Read taken for took 
,, 245, lines 24-25 . — Read Mnsaalmans for Eussalmans 
,, foot-note 4. — Read Golachalama- for Golachalamr 
,, 253, line 19. — Read - vahim- for -vahini - 
,, 255, line 14. — Read dgamas for dgames 
,, „ line 15 . — Read scholiasts for schol arista 

,, „ line 21 .—Read subsequent to for subsequently to * 

„ fl line 30 . — Read Tilihga- for Tilinga- 

,, „ line 34 .— Read Kona-rashtra or for Kona-rashtra of 

,, „ line 36 . — Read Namdampumdi for Namdampumdi 

„ „ line 38 . — Read Kyishna for Krishna 

,, ,, 256, line 6. — Read Warangal for Warangai 

,, 257, head line . — Read Vilasa Grant for A Grant 

,, 269, lines 28 and 29 . — Read -Nakkan for -Nakkan 

,, 271, column 3$ item 4 . — Insert a comma after Simhalaraja 

,, 288, line 7 . — Read Kamarupa/or Kamarupa 

„ 294, line 8 from bottom . — ■ Read family for famiy 

,, 296, foot-note 4 . — Read Appendix B for Appendix A 

ii it foot-note 5.— Read •Bhattdrikdyah for Bhattdrikayah 

„ 301, line 2 . — Add note : The reading of the name read Sadhaddva may also be Sahadevm. 

„ 303, text line 1. — Read -janma for -jannma 

,, „ text line 3. — Read Pfithmbhate for Prithvibhate k 

,, ,, foot-note 2 .-— Read Expressed for Ezpressed 

„ 3llj line 7 . — Insert full-stop after Monday 

„ line 27 . — Add note : The reading of the name read as Apltana may also be Ayitama . 

,, 312; line 11 . — Add note: The reading of the name read as Apitama^myaka may also be 
Ayitama-ndyaka. 

,l 313, text line 25. — Read -vimiatiih for vitnialith 




ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 



Page 316, text line 70. — Read -=c haturttha for =cAa turttha 
,, 318, last line. — Read shrouded for shrounded 
,, 319, line 26.— Read -pral hd( hid )da na for pralhadana 
,, 320, line 11. — Read -bund for - bound 
,, ,, line 11. — Read Chanda la for chandala 

,, ,, text line 4. — Add kshana after - ekshana - 

,, 321 — Add foot-note numbers 1 and 2 
„ 326, line 2. — Read are for is 
,, ,, line 22. — Read -vijae- for - vijae» 

,, 329, foot-note 1, — Read Darbhanga for Dardhanga 
it page number — Read 333 for 33 
,, 330, line 21. — Read 1108 for 1119 
,, 331, line 7. — Read bright for dark 
,, 334, line 29. — Read their for his 

,, 335, line 15. — Read Bxahmana dynasty of Champaract for Karnata dynasty of Simraon 

(Samara-grama) 

,, 337, line 2. — Read Palni/or Palrni 

,, line8. — Read Marahjadaiyan for Maranjadaiyan 
,, foot-note 5. — Read Maranjadaiyan for Maranjadaxyan 
Plate facing p. 33 8 .— Read 792 for 972 
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No. 1— ERRAGUDI EDICTS OF ASOKA 

(5 Plates) 

D. 0. Sircar, Ootacamhnd 

Tlie village of Eyragudi lies approximately at 77° 39' E. and 15° 12' N. in the Pattikonda 
Taluk of the Kurnool District of the Andhra State, near the southern border of the District. It is 
about eight miles to the north-west of Gooty, headquarters of the Taluk of that name in the Anan- 
tapur District of the same State, on the Gooty-Pattikonda road. Gooty is a station on the Madras- 
Raichur line of the Southern Railway. The name of the village is often written in English as 
Yerragudi in accordance with a peculiarity of regional pronunciation. The inscriptions of Asoka 1 
are incised on six large boulders in a range of low hills stretching towards the west from the neigh- 
bourhood of the village. The hill containing the boulders is locally known as Yenakonda (i.e. 
‘elephant hillock’) or Xallayenakonda (i.e. ‘black elephant hillock' ). It is difficult to determine 
whether this name was due to the existence of the figure of an elephant in the vicinity of the inscrip- 
tions as in the case of the Rock Edicts of Asoka on the hills at Dhauli, Girnar and Kalsi. Mo 
representation of an elephant could be traced on the hill near Erragudi. 

About the end of the year 1928, A. Ghose of Calcutta, an officer of the Geological Survey of 
India, discovered the inscriptions on the rocks near Erragudi while prospecting for precious minerals 
in the Kurnool District. He recognised the letters Devdnam . . . .Pigadasi in one of the 
inscriptions and realised that they belong to the great Maurya emperor Asoka (circa 272-232 B.G.), 
whose records of the same kind are known from various places, hi January 1929, Ghose commu- 
nicated full information regarding the whereabouts of the inscriptions to H. Hargreaves, then 
officiating Director-General of Archaeology in India. A photograph of one of the inscribed rocks 
received from Ghose was supplied to D. R. Salmi, then Deputy Director-General of Archaeology 
for Explorations, who was deputed to examine and copy the inscriptions and submit a report on 
them to the Director-General. Sahni accompanied by H. Sastri. then Government Epigraphist 
for India, visited Erragudi in the second w r eek of February and examined and copied all the inscrip- 
tions on the rocks excepting Rock Edicts VI and XII which were traced and copied in the following 
August by S. V. Yiswanatha. then Assistant Archaeological Superintendent for Epigraphy, 
attached to the Madras Circle. The discovery was announced by the Director-General of Archaeo- 
logy in the newspapers in a communique dated the 11th February 1929. 

Sahni and Sastri prepared transcripts of the edicts from the rocks and it was proposed that 
Sastri would edit the records in the Epigraphia Indica . Sastri ’s article on the subject, however, 

wa^ not complete before his retirement from the post of Government Epigraphist for India in 
December 1933. Sahni then wanted to edit the records : but he passed away without finishing the 
work. N. P. Chakravarti, who succeeded Sastri as Government Epigraphist for India, then under- 



1 Macron over t and e haa not been used in the article. 
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took the responsibility of editing the inscriptions. Ckakravarti also visited Erragudi and prepared 
fresh transcripts of the edicts from the original rocks. But lie was transferred from the Epigraphic 
Branch in May 1940 before the completion of his article on the records. About this time, B. M. 
Barua of the University of Calcutta appears to have received from Chakra varti a set of impressions 
of the Erragudi inscriptions and po^ibly al>o his tentative transcripts of the edicts. Barua’s 
translation of the records appeared in his I ascriptions of A soha, Part II, which was published by 
the University of Calcutta in 1913. But he could not publish Part 1 of the said work (pp. 1-178), 
in which he had incorporated the text of the Erragudi version of Asoka \s edicts, as Chakravarti 
himself was inclined to publish them. After his retirement from the Department of Archaeology 
a few years ago, Chakravarti found time to complete his articles on the Hatun rock inscription 
of Patoladeva 1 and the Bnihmi inscriptions from Bandhogarh 2 and was going to take up the 
Erragudi inscriptions for study. In the meantime, in the first half of 1936, I was advised by the 
Di rector-Geneial of Aichaeology in India to arrange for the publication of all the unpublished 
inscriptions of Asoka as eaily as possible. Consequently I began to write on the Rajula-Mandagiri 
and Gujarra inscriptions myself and was pressing Chakravarti for his article on the Erragudi 
inscriptions. I received from Chakravarti for scrutiny a copy of his transcripts of the records, 
which he had prepared long ago. Unfortunately, before the completion of the article, the cruel 
hand of death snatched him away from us in October 1956. I then tried to secure from 
Chakravarti’s table whatever notes he might have left on the inscriptions, but received only 24 
pages of sparsely typed mattei dealing with the story of the discovery of the Erragudi records and 
the circumstances leading to the delay in their publication. 

My association with the study of the Erragudi inscriptions of Asoka dates back to my student 
days. About the end of 1929, shortly after I had been admitted to the post-graduate classes of 
the University of Calcutta in Ancient Indian History and ('ulture. my teacher, the late Professor 
D. R. Bhandarkar, showed me a copy of the Telugu periodical Bharat! for September 1929. That 
issue contained a rather unsatisfactory facsimile of an inscription on one of the Erragudi rocks 
and I was advised to transcribe the epigraph. My tentative transcript of this inscription, con- 
taining a version of Asoka's Minor Rock Edicts I-1I. was published in the Itulian Historical 
Quarterly , Vol. VII. 1931, pp. 737 ff. B. M. Barua later published an improved transcript of the 
edicts in the same journal, Vol. IX, 1933, pp. 113 ff. About this time, D. R. »Sahni\s transcript 
of the same inscription appeared with a good facsimile in his paper on the discovery of the Erragudi 
version of the edicts of Ak>ka in the Annual Report of the Archaeological Survey of India for the year 
1928-29 , 1933, pp. 163 ft*. Barua again dealt with the inscription in the Indian Historical Quarterly , 
Vol. XIII, 1937, pp. 132 ff. It will thus be seen that the tevt of tfie Minor Rock Edicts I-II found 
at Erragudi has been published, but that the Erragudi version of the fourteen Rock Edicts 
remains as yet unpublished. 

For the sake of convenience the inscribed boulder* have been designated A, B, C, D. E and F 
by Sahni who has provided us with a good account of the whereabouts of the inscriptions that are 
scattered on the hill. Boulder A is the largest in size and occupies the summit of the hill. The 
other boulders lie on its eastern slope. The inscribed surfaces of the boulders are very rough and 
there is no trace of any attempt to smooth them before the inscriptions were engraved. With the 
exception of the records engraved on Boulders A (northern face), B (right half), D and F, the 
others are very unsatisfactorily incised or preserved and parts of them can be deciphered with 
very great difficulty. Many letters of some of these records are unrecognisable on the impressions. 
Some letters may be somehow discerned on one impression but not on another. 

1 Above, Vol. XXX, pp. 226 ff. 

» Ibid., VoL XXXI, pp. 160 ff. 
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Boulder A lie? above a precipice about 20 feet high. It* lower portions are out away at both 
the inscribed faces in the north and east. The eastern face is 17 feet 6 inches wide and contain? 
Rock Edicts I-II at the left end. Rock Edicts III and VI in the middle and Rock Edict XIV in a 
depression at the upper right comer. Rock Edicts I-III and VI are not separated from one another 
and, owing to the unsatisfactory preservation of the writing, it is difficult to determine the end of 
one edict and the beginning of another. The northern face of this boulder (designated A-l) is 
15 feet 6 inches wide and contains Rock Edicts XI, V and VI L Rock Edict XI is engraved at the 
left end. It comprises six lines of writing, of which lines 1-5 measure between 3 feet 3 inches 
and 4 feet in length while the last line is only 2 inches long Rock Edict V, consisting of seven lines 
of writing, covers a rectangular space measuring S feet 5 inches by 1 foot 8 inches, although the 
last line is only 3 feet long. A blank space, about 3 feet in width, separates this area from the 
space occupied by Rock Edict XI. Rock Edict VII is engraved on the upper right corner and is 
separated from Rock Edict A" by a blank space only 6 inches wide. It consists of five lines of 
writing which cover an area measuring 3 feet 3 inches by 1 foot 2 inches. The preservation of the 
writing of these edicts is fairly satisfactory although a portion at the right end of Rock Edict V i3 
defaced. 



Boulder B lies a little to the east of the eastern face of Boulder A. The inscribed eastern face of 
this boulder is 13 feet in width from north to south. It is pointed towards the top and is divided 
by a roughly chiselled line, running from top to bottom, into two triangular sections. The portion 
at the right contains Rock Edicts IV. VIII and X. These edicts are well preserved although 
three letters at the beginning of line 2 of Rock Edict VIII are defaced. The three edicts contain 
respectively fourteen, four and five lines of writing and are separated one from another hv short 
chiselled horizontal lines at the left end. The lines of writing a, re fairly straight in the upper part 
but irregular in the lower. There is a crack which runs from the left just above the last line of 
Rock Edict IV upwards to the right. This may have existed before the incision of the edicts as the 
letters appear to have been engraved outside it. The preservation of the writing on the triangular 
section in the left part of this boulder (designated B-l) is unsatisfactory. It contains the first 29 
lines of Rock Edict XIII, the writing being continued on Boulder V which is 5 feet 6 inches wide and 
lies a few feet to the south of Boulder B. The lines of Rock Edict XIII on Boulder B are very 
closely engraved and difficult to decipher. The decipherment is also rendered difficult by the 
existence of the crack referred to above. Boulder (’ contains the last seven lines (lines 30-35) 
of Rock Edict XIII. 



Boulder D stands 27 feet to the south-east of the eastern face of Boulder A. It contains Rock 
Edict XII written in twelve lines. The preservation of the writing is fairly satisfactory. Salmi 
speaks of faint traces of one line of writing below the last line of the edict at the right extremity. 



Boulder E lies 27 feet to 
face looking west. The lines 



the cast of Boulder B. It contains Rock Edict IX on its vertical 
of writing (lines 1-lJ ) are not straight and parallel. 



Boulder F is situated between Boulders V and E ; but its position is lower (i.e. nearer the ground) 
than that of the latter. It is the most easily accessible among the inscribed rocks near Erragudi 
ami the inscription on it. representing a version of Minor Rock Edicts l- 1 1. seems to have been 
engraved earlier than the series of the fourteen Rock Edicts engraved on Boulders A-E. It is 
indeed worthy of note that the Minor Rock Edicts, which appear to have been issued earlier than any 
of the known edicts of Asoka, are eimravcd here on a boulder at the bottom of the hill while Boulder 
A, bearing the lirst few edicts (Rock Edicts I-III) of the series of fourteen Rock Edicts, stands on 
its summit. The Minor Rock Edicts on Boulder F are the most satisfactorily preserved among 
the edicts of Asoka at Erragudi. 
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The characters employed in the Erragudi edicts are Bra hull and do not call lor any special 
remark. But the writing of Minor Rock Edicts I-II on Boulder F exhibits some unique characteris- 
tics not hitherto noticed in any inscription discovered in India. In the first* place, while most of the 
lines have to be read from left to right as is usual in Brahmi and its derivatives, some of them are 
to be read from right to left as in KharoshthL Secondlv. there are some half lines to be read 
from left to right or from right to left. Thirdly, there are some lines, one part of which has to be 
rear] from the left but the other part from the right. Fourthly, there are several cases where a 
group of letters is engraved not in its proper place but elsewhere in a-different line. Besides these 
peculiarities, the writing also exhibits several cases of the total omission of groups of letters. These 
irregularities show that the engraver of the inscription did not do his job carefully. The tendency 
to write passages to be read from right to left may have been due to the fact that the scribe or 
engraver was a person, who, like Lhapada 1 of the Mysore versions of the Minor Rock Edict s 

hailed from North-Western Bharatavarsha and was used to write in KharoshthL 

• 

As regards the Prakrit language of the Erragudi edicts of Asoka, a remarkable difference 
is noticed between the Minor Rock Edicts on the one hand and the Rock Edicts on the other. 
This seems to be due to the fact that the two sets of edicts were received at the place separately 
on different occasions and dates. 

In respect of language and orthography, the Erragudi text of the Minor Rock Edicts resembles 
that of some other South Indian versions of the same records, such as those in Mysore, while the 
text of the Rock Edicts at Erragudi resembles their Dhauli ami Jaugada versions and also in mauv 
points the Kalsi version. There are some cases of inconsistency in the use of case-endings with 
reference to the number and gender of particular words in both the sets . 2 This feature is also 
noticed in other versions of the edicts of Asoka. 

The language of the Minor Rock Edicts of A>oka is what is called t lie Magadha dialect. The 
Pillar Edicts and Pillar inscriptions of Asoka, the Dhauli and Jaugada versions of his Rock Edicts 
and his Barabar Hill Lave Inscriptions are couched in this dialect, although the Kalsi text of the 
Rock Edicts also exhibits some features of the same dialect. But, while the chief characteristic 
of the Magadha dialect is the change of r of Sanskrit to /. the consonant r is* retained in the text 
of the Minor Rock Edicts at Erragudi as also at some other places in South India. In this respect, 
the language of the Enagudi version of the Minor Rock Edicts resembles that of the Girnar, 
Shahbazgarhi and Mansehra texts of the Rock Edicts. 

In spite of the close resemblance of the language of the Erragudi version of the Minor Rock 
Edicts to that of their Mysore texts, referred to above, some differences are also noticed between 
the two. Y\ hile the consonant n is used in the Mysore versions in some places for Sanskrit a or a y 
it is conspicuous by its absence in the Erragudi text of these edicts. In a few cases, the use of 
s for Sanskrit $ is noticed in the Mysore versions ; but .> is invariably used for the three sibilants 
m our text. In these respects, the language of the Erragudi version of the Minor Rock Edicts is 
closer to the Magadha dialect, in which tj is replaced by m and $ and ^ h by a. The interesting case 
of Sandhi in the expression hnwa (Sanskrit eraw-rra), exhibiting the elision of va, is found in 
both the Erragudi and Mtsorc \erdon<; but the Erragudi text offers another similar case in the 
expression hcv-tlha (Sanskrit evaat -ulm) not found elsewhere excepting the Rajula-Mandagiri 
eop\ of the same records . 3 Ihe Brahmagiri text of the Mysore versions has itcvatii aha in its place. 

This may stand for Sanskrit Chapala (cf. mahida for Sanskrit mahtld in the Girnar version of Rock Edict IX, 
line 3). 

* Cf. chira-thitikd . .paJcame (Minor Rock Edict I, lines U-lO), lipi hkhita (Rock Edict I, line 5), osadhani cha 
munis opaka (Rock Edict JI t lino 3), etc. 

The Rajula-Mandagiri text oi tin Mmoi Rock Edicts closely resembles their Erragudi version. See above 
Vol. XXXI, pp. 211 ff. 




